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Dancers Strike Over Poor Working Condlitions at Popular LA Strip

Club Dive Bar

Dancers are picketing the Valley’s Star Garden Topless Dive Bar and have filed an OSHA
complaint over issues like bed bugs, broken glass, and rusty protruding nails on stage

by Mona Holmes
Apr 26, 2022, 3:25 PM CDT

Star Garden Topless Dive Bar Star Garden Topless Dive Bar Facebook page

- Mona Holmes is an editor at Eater Southern California/Southwest, a regular contributor at KCRW radio, and a
2022 James Beard Award nominee.

A months-long protest is underway at Star Garden Topless Dive Bar, one of the

Valley’s oldest 21+ venues. Current and former dancers as well as their supporters are
picketing the North Hollywood business, alleging that owners and security staff have
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ahMeApsrotest started in March aftera custcEﬂrFIEeRo delete a recorded video of a

topless dancer, reports USC Annenberg Media. In most strip bars, present-day

etiquette is to remain off phones altogether, with many spaces going further to
actually enforce a no-phones policy. Star Garden is no different, but dancers say that
in this instance the on-site security refused to get the customer to comply. What’s
more, they allege, a dancer who complained to management about the incident was
allegedly fired after speaking up. From there, most of the employees moved to strike
while presenting a petition to the club’s owners, Stepan and Yevgenya “Jenny”

Kazaryan.

The dancers also take issue with Star Garden’s broader security policy, which they say
prohibits guards from intervening and protecting dancers from belligerent
customers without management’s approval. The petition demands that Star Garden

put an “end to retaliatory firings and bad club policies that put their safety at risk.”

one meetings with co-owner Yevgenya Kazaryan, who then began a lockout
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@&n@gign against those dancers. That locEJﬂ TrER in place, even as dancers have
filed a complaint this month with California’s Occupational Safety and Health

Administration. The complaint lists more than 30 violations including broken glass,
furniture with bed bugs, rats and roaches on-site, a rusty nail protruding on stage,

and a white substance falling from the ceiling, reports Jezebel.

ADVERTISEMENT

The petition also details more concerns about health and safety with drunk

customers. The petition says:

At the Club, we navigate a room which is regularly full of belligerently drunk men
who push our boundaries and often scare us. Our employer should not prioritize
customers’ desire for entertainment over our health and safety. When customers
become drunk, we expect the bar to cut them off, as is required by law. When
customers film us performing without our consent, we need the Club to demand
that they stop.

On Instagram, a group of protestors called Strippersstrikenoho have begun to share

alleged working conditions at Star Garden. The protest is being dubbed the

#GardenLockout, and the folks behind the account have begun to ask customers not
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31.%1; vehicles during work hours. Eater LE[H(TER to the Kazaryans, but has yet

to hear back.

Star Garcden Topless Dive Bar
Q@ 6630 Lankershim Blvd, North Hollywood, CA, 91606 &

& (818)764-9766

@ https:/www.instagram.com/stargardengirls/

North Hollywood's only topless dive bar. 60 beer varieties and 30 on tap. Pool table and Lap dances! Happy Hour 2p-

7p Women + Couples welcomed 21+
See More: LA Restaurant News
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LA RESTAURANT NEWS OCT 21

Great White's Social Mecdia Reckoning, Explained

In the wake of Great White being accused of racial discrimination in a video posted to social
media, former workers speak out

By REBECCA ROLAND

LA RESTAURANT NEWS OCT 16

Michelin-Starred Sushi Restaurant Morihiro Finds a New Home
Plus, a limited-edition dessert at 88 Club, Dodger Stadium specials, and more
By REBECCA ROLAND

LA RESTAURANT NEWS OCT 10

Governor Newsom Just Signed a Handful of Bills to Support Restaurants.
Here's What it Means for California.

Newsom signed two laws this week to aid restaurant operators throughout the state, while
two more linger during 2025’s final legislative session

By MONA HOLMES

LA RESTAURANT CLOSINGS OCT 2

A Culver City Neighborhood Gem Is Closing After Nearly Two Decacdes
Culver City restaurant Akasha will shutter on October 5, after operating in the neighborhood
since 2008

By REBECCA ROLAND

LA RESTAURANT NEWS SEP 30
A California Senator Introduced a Groundbreaking Restaurant Allergen-
Labeling Bill — Then Everyone Tried to Kill It

The Latest

11:16 AM CST

These Are the 15 Best New Restaurants in America

NOV 17

The 16 Best Sandwiches in Los Angeles, According to Eater Editors

NOV 17

Savor I.ive Octoniis and Rainhow-Hued Rice Bowls at This Koreatown Classie
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4 Restaurants to Try This Weekend in Los Angeles: November 14
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