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Sapira Cheuk
TRANSLUCENT BODIES

In the Chinese brush painting tradition, the viewer experiences the mountains and streams
through performative brush strokes. Similarly, the series Translucent Bodies aims to capture the
feelings and expression of “other” bodies through gestures of ink. Instead of illustrating a figure's
features and thereby imposing a single narrative of the body, abstracted forms of watery mass
are used to draw the viewer into many possible dialogs with the figures depicted. The bodies
are arranged together to denote a new organism, and suggest alternative embodied, collective
forms of consciousness. These compounded bodies, taken as a whole, create a new body-
scape that transforms the mutated/disembodied lone figure into a community that belongs.
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Sapira Cheuk’s work revolves around issues of the body and women’s sexuality. Her work
incorporate traditional Sumi Ink painting techniques and geometric elements to depict female
sexual experiences, particularly the complexity of the Subject and corporeality, while building
an alternative narrative of bodily desires. Cheuk has exhibited in over 50 exhibitions, including
those at the Orange County Contemporary Art Center, Riverside Art Museum, Rochester
Contemporary Art Museum, Wignall Museum of Contemporary Art, and The Robert & Frances
Fullerton Museum of Art. She received her BA at University of California, Riverside and MFA
from California State University, San Bernardino.

ARTIST INFO
www.sapiracheuk.com

Artwork courtesy of Sapira Cheuk



Grey is the Color of Theory

Sapira Cheuk Andrew K. Thompson

“Grey is the Color of Theory” is a droll line borrowed from the Czech-born philosopher,
Vilém Flusser. Flusser believed that, “Black-and-white do not exist, but they ought to exist
since, if we could see the world in black and white, it would be accessible to logical analysis. In
such a world everything would be either black or white or a mixture of both.”

Mixture is the underlining theme of this exhibition as the art practice of Sapira Cheuk
and Andrew K. Thompson are strikingly different in some ways and very familiar in others.
Sharing stylistic likenesses but motivated by different concepts both artists use gestural
drips and pooling of black, white and grey. Cheuk uses the Chinese brush painting tradition
to focus on issues of the body and women’s sexuality while Thompson uses photographic
materials to illustrate the damage the photography industry (specifically Kodak) has had on the
environment. We believe this exhibition bridges similarity while embracing differences as each
artist incorporates traditional techniques in unconventional ways to create critical dialog about
pressing topics of our time.

Thanks to: Gresham Art Gallery, Emily McNichols, and David Rosales for the generous help.
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