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The NSA Intercepts 1.7 Billion US Electronic
Communications Every Day [INFOGRAPHIC]

 
 

 

We've covered how, since 9/11, the National Security Agency has
spied on electronic communications of Americans without the court-

approved warrants ordinarily required for domestic spying.

The organization has done this by hiring Israeli contractors to bug the U.S.

telecommunications network
(http://www.businessinsider.com/companies-with-connections-to-
israeli-intelligence-wiretap-the-us-for-the-nsa-2012-4) and building
massive complexes such as their secretive $2 billion Utah spy center
(http://www.businessinsider.com/top-nsa-general-says-this-new-2-

 MICHAEL KELLEY (HTTP://WWW.BUSINESSINSIDER.COM/AUTHOR/MICHAEL-KELLEY)
MAY 23, 2012, 2:38 PM 6,570 (HTTP://WWW.BUSINESSINSIDER.COM/INFOGRAPHIC-
HOW-THE-NSA-INTERCEPTS-THE-ELECTRONIC-COMMUNICATIONS-OF-AMERICANS-2012-
5#COMMENTS) 3 (HTTP://WWW.BUSINESSINSIDER.COM/INFOGRAPHIC-HOW-THE-NSA-
INTERCEPTS-THE-ELECTRONIC-COMMUNICATIONS-OF-AMERICANS-2012-5#COMMENTS)

Recommend 372 Share 19  EMAIL  MORE+

http://www.businessinsider.com/infographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5#
http://www.businessinsider.com/infographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5#
http://www.businessinsider.com/infographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5#
http://www.businessinsider.com/china-freaked-over-japans-destroyer-2013-8
http://www.businessinsider.com/pictures-italian-harriers-2013-8
http://www.businessinsider.com/indian-carrier-part-of-asias-arms-race-2013-8
http://www.businessinsider.com/shelling-heats-up-india-and-pakistan-2013-8
http://www.businessinsider.com/putins-alone-walk-funeral-2013-8
http://www.businessinsider.com/dalai-lamas-website-hacked-2013-8
http://oascentral.businessinsider.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/businessinsider/defense/post/104923002/x02/default/empty.gif/5152663267564947654a384143515758?x
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessinsider.com%2Finfographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5&text=The%20NSA%20Intercepts%201.7%20Billion%20US%20Electronic%20Communications%20Every%20Day%20%5BINFOGRAPHIC%5D&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessinsider.com%2Finfographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5&via=BI_Defense
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessinsider.com%2Finfographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5
http://www.businessinsider.com/category/spying
http://www.businessinsider.com/category/911
http://www.businessinsider.com/defense
http://www.businessinsider.com/companies-with-connections-to-israeli-intelligence-wiretap-the-us-for-the-nsa-2012-4
http://www.businessinsider.com/top-nsa-general-says-this-new-2-billion-spy-center-will-definitely-not-snoop-on-americans-2012-4
http://www.businessinsider.com/author/michael-kelley
http://www.businessinsider.com/infographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5#comments
http://www.businessinsider.com/infographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5#comments
javascript:void(0);
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6wFTKHsJUp71M5OxwAH5_4CAC6aCmbIDrrjK3CHAjbcBEAEgt8byCVDjw4ChAmD3BKABop6M6APIAQKoAwHIA9EEqgTQAU_QqjZhZWkJiZ7vEp2DjRdiToVoCxZRvR4rzP6snqGtXYqRYLeVJEhncwkPopF6I6WtKYxnt21x_nnu-2pOsS000zCbXuuOMB9zmh830wNAuTNaOKm26SYvwNx2Ig2pZLo_-h5O4xlEKymMDrL8BI1Py1yBJSBbiI4spDeHM6mPJll7q4uoDHL6MfZR5v9NWB9yBimVRgGDwHFTIxT5fE2XpLbSshHzmX_QQmEA1gMUp6Gr4WDu7DLokhG7kGvlLarzwEwQ746P2i4yaqP119WIBgGgBgKAB8bh8xc&num=1&cid=5Gjg6Td0qr487fSH9bd6OvJK&sig=AOD64_1rUaTWQgt5gFAIddWvI2fvRWWsxA&client=ca-pub-0604454314447934&adurl=http://www.dailytradealert.com/land/9-best-stocks.htm
http://www.businessinsider.com/


8/12/13 8:18 PMINFOGRAPHIC: How The NSA Intercepts The Electronic Communications Of Americans - Business Insider

Page 2 of 6http://www.businessinsider.com/infographic-how-the-nsa-intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-5

billion-spy-center-will-definitely-not-snoop-on-americans-2012-4).

In 2010 Dana Priest and William Arkin of The Washington Post reported

(http://projects.washingtonpost.com/top-secret-america/articles/a-
hidden-world-growing-beyond-control/print/) that "collection systems at the

[NSA] intercept and store 1.7 billion

(http://www.businessinsider.com/infographic-how-the-nsa-
intercepts-the-electronic-communications-of-americans-2012-
5) emails, phone calls, and other types of communications" every day.

The American Civil Liberties Union has created this handy
infographic (http://www.aclu.org/national-security/nsa-unchained-
infographic) that shows how the NSA's domestic spying program
thrives with impunity today:
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